
WITH ALL OF THESE JOB OPPORTUNIES THAT SEEM TO BE 
OPENING EVERY DAY IN THIS NATION, I THOUGHT I WOULD 
SHARE WHAT I THINK MAKES A GOOD COACH.  WE NEED 
TO ALL THINK OF THIS WHEN WE PRAISE, DESTROY, 
CRITICIZE OR DEMEAN OUR FINE COACHES AND LEARN TO 
APPRECIATE WHAT THEY DO EVERY DAY.   
COACH MIIKE POPE 
 
WHAT MAKES A GOOD COACH? 
 
It is my belief that a good coach is one that is dedicated to his GOD, family, 
and team, spends his time with kids he learns to know, teach to grow and 
learns to love as his own. One that can learn from them as much as he 
expects them to learn from him. One that can overcome adversity at any 
givin time that can endure critisim when things get tough, be objective in 
questionable times, and still keep the composure needed to take his kids 
without question and look them in the eyes and call them champions no 
matter the cost when the day is done. One that will be honest to his team 
as he expects them to be with him. Coaches that will stick up for a kid in 
trouble do the best he can to right the wrongs within his god givin ability.  
It may also be he that sheds a little blood in the trenches with his troops will 
also be considered a good coach meaning selling out to your team with all 
the knowledge, work and effort it takes to play this game.  
 
We are not only coaches we are leaders of a young band of brothers that 
can't be defeated, unless we choose to allow them give up or quit. That is 
for all coaches we are at the beckoned call of these youth to lead them 
where we dare to toreador have once walked.  
Don't mean to sound military here but we are training these kids for a war 
on the gridiron and WE damn sure better do our best. If we don't the other 
good coaches are gonna kick it. So at the end of the season as you look 
around at your kids cheering after the victory or crying because of defeat, 
that one kid will come to you and say thanks coach for teaching me to play, 
then you know you’re a great coach.  
 
It may not happen all the time and may not be the most talented kids that 
do this but keep in mind that one kid that doesn't have a great ability to be 



the show stopper may be the one that is grateful for the time you took to be 
a part of his life. These are what I would say are the makings of a good 
coach. 
 
I say this from my experience as a coach of 34 yrs, I have felt like quitting 
during adversity during a bad season, in my own suffering with personal 
illnesses, and simply not following my LORD the way I should have. I still 
coach because I have had on different occasions in those 34 yrs.; several 
kids come to me and say Thank you coach for being there for me. That is 
why I still coach not to mention my wife hates me being at home during 
football season because I'm a grouch! I love football, the kids, and the 
families I meet most of all, I feel good when I see the smile on a kid’s face 
when he overcomes his fear.  
 
 


